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hideous and evil, not only for the exploited but to all the
world :
Though he holds sway over sun, moon, and stars,
Our Emperor is the most penniless of mankind.
His eye is fixed on the table of strangers,
The fire of his hunger hath consumed a whole world.
His sword is followed by famine and plague,
His building lays a wide land waste.
The folk are crying out because of his indigence ;
His empty-handedness causes him to plunder the weak.
His power is an enemy to all:
Humankind are the caravan and he the brigand.
In his self-delusion and ignorance
He calls pillage by the name of empire.
Both the royal troops and those of the enemy
Are cloven in twain by the sword of his hunger.
The beggar's hunger consumes his own soul.
But the Sultan's hunger destroys state and religion.
Whoso shall draw the sword for anything except Allah,
His sword is sheathed in his own breast.80
(Shaykh Miyan Mir Wall is speaking, of the Emperor
Shahjahan.)
Iqbal thought the West 4 materialistic * and irreligious,
and deemed that its fundamental fault- With his intense
interest in personality, he was naturally revolted by the
helplessness of the individual under capitalism, the moral
hopelessness and frustration. He spoke of the West (i.e.,
capitalism) as Power without Love, Knowledge without
Spirit* Correspondingly, the East, specifically Islam, repre-
sented love and the spiritual life but without knowledge or
power, without the creative urge. The Orient must acquire
the science of Europe, and a divine discontent ; but all the
rest of Westernism it must religiously shun.
The East, that holds heaven in the noose of its thought,
Has broken from itself, 'and is without the fire of desire;
In its dark clay there is .no glow of life . . .
The fire of both idol-temple and mosque has gone out. **
The thinking of the West bows down before appearance;